isolation or other reasons could not prac-
tise this noble art have remained unde-
veloped artistically, in the higher sense of

the word.

We see in the case of

the Indian craftsmen and master builders
that, through lack of new impulses, their
indigenous talent lost its primitive appeal
and became stale. With the advent of
Islam in India, the Pathans and Moghuls
infused a new spirit into Indian life, and
once again its architecture came to the
fore*

^ Under the guidance of
Islam Saracenic architecture flourished
and the saying of the Prophet Moham-
mad, " Take what is good and shun
what is evil55 became one of the canons of
Muslim architecture and learning. Under
the impetus of this noble aspiration the
barbarous Arabs assimilated the best of
the arts and learning of their subject
nations. Just to borrow the constructive
elements from diverse sources and put
them together is not enough, for unrelated
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